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Short movie links:

Vishing to go phishing : https://youtu.be/BcUuBhJ96Gc

Wings of Blue : https://youtu.be/JsqZr8KyfUo

English Version

Last Sunday, the 21st Kargil Vijay Divas — Nisanth Pazhangalam shared Desabhimani's
“exclusive story" and said just this,” Yes, a story known to us all.. let others know too..”

This post with a photo of the hero wearing the prestigious medals he was honoured with
seventeen years ago led to this week’s talented banker — the brave warrior who stood



strong with our group from the time of inception.

S. Sreekumar

State Bank of India
Chettikulangara branch
Alappuzha

He was born to the teachers T.S. Das (late) and Chandrika(late) at Mannar, Alappuzha. His
father was one of the founding leaders of the first association of aided school teachers,
K.P.T.U and a major leader of the subsequently formed K.S.T.A. Chandrika teacher was an
Anganvadi teacher. He did his schooling from Eerezha North L.P. School and Chettikulangara
High School; pre degree from Mavelikkara Bishop Moore College and then joined the
Devaswom Board Pamba College for degree.

It was during his degree classes that he joined the military. He has served in Secunderabad,
Assam, Ambala, Patiala, Jammu and Kashmir and Kolkata. He was chosen to be sent to the
combat-stricken Rajasthan border during the 2001 Parliament attack. The Diwali day of
2002 can never be erased from memory. He was a Naik at the Political rifles 22nd battalion
camp at Dopur, Baramulla district, Jammu and Kashmir —a camp of 400 members. He
recognized the enemy terrorists who were just 40 metres away from them. and shot down
the first approaching foe. and the second.. the terrified 13-member troop of enemies ran for
life.

For differentiating the enemies who wore our own Army uniforms and for bravely gunning
down the first two opponents, he was honoured by the Army chief at the 2004 Army Day
parade with the Sena Medal that is given “for such individual acts of exceptional devotion to
duty or courage as have special significance for the Army".

He retired from the Army in 2008 and on 1st of October 2009, joined the clerical cadre of
the State Bank of Travancore. He worked in Alappuzha DC Road branch and then in
Chennithala branch. In 2014 he was promoted as officer and he joined Palakkad Kalpathi
branch, then transferred to Changaramkulam (in Malappuram district) as Advance officer
and now is the Branch Manager at Chettikulangara branch.

“During my school and college days | never tried my hand in extracurricular activities. But
everywhere | was chosen to organize events. Maybe this instilled in me the orderly ways
and patience in life. | submit my banking career at my loving mother’s feet. It was the day of
my banking recruitment test that she...” his words broke.

He gained degree and MBA in banking from the Sikkim Manipal University after joining the
bank.

He has already acted in three thought provoking and motivational short films on invites
from his friends. Two of them were “Wings of blue" and “Vishing or phishing” born with the



efforts of our movie review panel member Sajan. The third is “One hand distance” produced
by the Motor Vehicle department, Mavelikkara centre along with the students at
Chettikulangara. His roles in all three, though short, breathe life.

The idea of the short film “Wings of blue" was born out of discussion at a get-together at a
banker friend’s marriage function. Sreekumar easily lived as the character of the loving
father through a knowing smile, a caring look, an I-am-with-you-through-all hug... subtle
acts done by ace actors.

Three weeks later he acted in a financial awareness short film by SBI as a customer visiting
the bank, a pleasing character. Sajan says, “Sreekumar’s acting is natural and minimalistic”.

“Music is life.. | sing, but never on a stage.” He thinks his voice doesn’t seem good through a
mic but we believe he can sing before an audience. What better place to try out that our
own TB group?

He loves travelling and experimenting in farming. He also owns a large collection of
excellent books. His wife Smt. Salini who works in the Performance Auditing wing of the
Kerala Panchayat department, is always excited to join him in reading.

His daughter, Gouri Lakshmi is readying herself for higher studies after bagging A+ in every
subject from the Mannar Nair Samajam School. This bright kid is a State-level school youth
festival A grade holder in English skit. She also excels in acting and music. His son,
Chandrasekhar, is in the 9th standard and is fond of Hindustani music and tabla.

From the beginning of our talented bankers’ group, this brave soldier’s dedicated support
saw every event from start to the end.

Sree, who is a notable member of the bank’s ex-servicemen describes his banking career so;
“the discipline, punctuality and alertness gained from the army training are still intact in
finding a fraud customer. | never spare one who purposefully don’t repay their loans. But |
look forward to help genuine customers who are unable to repay too. | think banking
industry needs to be saved with the same alertness as at the country border. | strongly
believe that a war doesn’t serve any purpose. | love peace. | think one should leave his
signature wherever he works. We become human not when we pray, but when others
include us in their prayers.”

Such strong beliefs and dedicated life! We sure have a lot to learn from this soldier-banker...
We, Talented Bankers group, wish Sree and his family a prosperous and peaceful life as he
dreams.
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English version: Arya Gayathry , State Bank of India, Thiruvananthapuram Main Branch



